
INVEST IN SANTA FE

POULTRY MEAT



INTRODUCTION

Aviculture handles breeding, raising and reproduction of poultry. It has a production chain of high turnover 

as it adds high value to basic raw materials such as soybeans and corn which the province of Santa Fe has 

in great availability.   

At a national level, high-quality noble consumable products, such as chicken and eggs, transform 3,800,000 

tons of corn and 1,700,000 tons of soybeans per year into 2,100,000 tons of poultry products, thanks to the 

work of more than 80,000 -directly or indirectly- related people,.  

Nowadays, breeding techniques and merchandizing of these little birds have turned their meat into one of 

the most commonly used ingredients in daily cooking.    

At present, poultry meat is considered as one of the healthiest and more convenient food. It is a white meat 

and it combines an endless number of healthy qualities for our bodies.      

International trading of the poultry products chain recorded a significant expansion in recent years. It is 

also expected that global food demand will grow steadily due to changes in food structures, where world 

meat consumption will grow from 32 to 52 kilos per capita and per year by 2050 (FAO).

In the future, this change in the food structure will leave Argentina facing a unique opportunity to trans-

form its primary exports of grain or commodities into exports of meat and food for human consumption.



THE POTENCIAL OF THE SANTA FE PROVINCE 

Strategic territorial and productivity characteristics   
The province has a natural context which helps the strategic development of poultry farming, placing San-

ta Fe as a territory of opportunities for both local and foreign investment. Santa Fe is the second exporting 

province of the country and the neuralgic point of the agri-food export complex.

The province has important areas with highly competitive sectors such as agriculture, livestock and agro-

industrial. It is one of the main generators of economic resources in the country. Its historical growth fol-

lows the initial process of strong evolution in the agricultural base; and, likewise, this development repre-

sented the expansion source of the industrial activity, especially in the branches of activity which require 

inputs such as primary products.

Santa Fe is favored by a dense waterway network, the Parana River, which branches the provincial coast, 

making it a great significance source, not only as a communication path of production and logistics to the 

world but also as a biomass resource.

The world’s most important oleaginous complex is located in this province. It includes the grain production, 

transportation, storage and industrialization.



PRIMARY PRODUCTION
Production

The reproductive capacity of poultry is high. A hen can produce 150 chicks per year. Assuming that 50% of 

females and 50% of males are born, in a period of 5 years, all their breeding would reach around 60,000,000 

birds. This characteristic allows making a careful selection of poultries with the highest growth level to leave 

them as reproducers. 

Chicken growth is so fast that a one day chick weighting 50g, 40 days later will weigh 2.5 kilos, approximate-

ly, i.e. 50 times its weight. The environment management means offering the bird good conditions for breed-

ing. In other words, it is the generation of a favorable climate in terms of temperature, ventilation and light.      

Production is based on good genetics, nutritional feeding, animal health and welfare, suitable environmental 

conditions, adequate equipment and advancing technology, apart from permanent research and applied 

science.     

Based on information from SENASA , Santa Fe had an enabled slaughter of 32,519,199 poultries in 2016.  

By March 2017, according to SENASA, the province has 194 establishments for the production of poultry 

meat and 69 for the production of eggs.  

Feeding

The Argentinian poultry meat production is placed in the Humid Pampas, an area where 90% of grain and 

oilseeds that produces the country is harvested. The balanced feed eaten by the Argentinian poultries is 

manufactured with these same grains.

These birds are classified as monogastric animals due to their digestive system. Their low capacity of internal 

processing of raw material makes them need essential nutrients easily available in the balanced feed so 

they can make a proper digestion.             

The quality of raw materials is essential for the production of 

balanced feed. From general to specific, balanced feed is en-

gineered to obtain an excellent productive result, considering 

energy levels and proteins to be supplied to birds.   

The energy provided by grains is consumed by poultries to 

keep their body temperature. Their deficiency prevents them from an optimal body development and the 

excess makes them accumulate fat.     

Proteins are provided by grains, especially by the protein concentrates resulting from oilseeds’ oil extraction, 

and then, they become the constituent part of the meat body mass.   

In Santa Fe, there is a surplus supply of ingredients, being able to cover the requirements for poultry feeding. 

In Santa Fe, there is a surplus supply of ingredients, being able to 
cover the requirements for poultry feeding. For the production 
of the balanced feed offered to the chicken that we consume, 
mainly corn and soybeans are used.  



For the production of the balanced feed offered to the chicken that we consume, mainly corn and soybeans 

are used.  

As complementary ingredients, crushed oyster shell and bone ash are used, which provide phosphorus, cal-

cium, essential amino acids –lysine, methionine and threonine– and a mineral and vitamin complex.  

During the season 2015-2016, corn had a production of 3,942 million tons, in an area of 629 million hectares, 

representing the 9.1% of the total national sown area and the soybeans season, with 3,469 million hectares 

sown, represented the 16.9% of the total national surface and with a production of 8,317 million tons. These 

numbers show the heavy supply of raw material necessary for the preparation of poultry feed, placing Santa 

Fe in a high relevant position for the production increase.  

Corn and soybeans are the most important inputs in production and vertical integration between productive 

links and the increase of technology in these links, strenghthening the competitiveness of poultry compa-

nies, both locally and internationally. These characteristics present a major opportunity for the primary pro-

ducer of grains to increase its income, integrating vertically to the avian chain and adding value to its grains 

from the beginning. The opportunity of adding value to corn is a strong tendency since it represents around 

the 60% of the composition of the balanced feed and it has a considerable impact in production costs –more 

than 50%.  

For the production of 1 kilo of poultry meat, around 2 kilos of corn are needed. This suggests that when com-

mercializing poultry meat, corn is being indirectly sold as well.
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INDUSTRIAL PRODUCTION
The production process of chicken meat begins with the stage of reproduction, hatching, fattening (chicken 

breeding, feeding and vaccination) until arriving to the slaughter stage. 

Within meat products:

•Gutted whole birds, packed, refrigerated or frozen, with or without guts, which can be found at supermarkets

•Chicken pieces, packed, refrigerated or frozen.

•Poultry guts are made up of liver, heart and abomasum.

•Cold cuts such as hamburgers, chicken roulade, chicken schnitzels, nuggets, etc.

•Canned food such as pâté de foie, marinade turkey, poultry soup, etc.

•Mechanically separated meat, defined according to the Decree 4238/68 as: “the product resulting from 

the separation and removal by mechanical means of the skeletal muscle and other tissues adhered to 

carcasses and parts of birds carcasses.” 

Egg products are obtained from eggs content, without the eggshells. They can be presented in liquid form, 

concentrated, dried, with flakes, frozen or deep-frozen. Some examples are: liquid egg, dried egg yolk, etc. 

The egg is a very complete food that can be consumed by everyone. An egg has 215mg of choline chloride 

concentrated in its yolk, an essential substance for the development of the fetus and newborn brain.  

During lactation, eggs provide iron and high-quality proteins, some essential vitamins and minerals, neces-

sary for development and growing.      

For adults, eating an egg daily can be completely suitable with a heart-healthy diet. Vitamin D facilitates the 

calcium absorption. The relation between calories-nutrients of eggs makes it a good option for those who 

care about their weight.     

Its by-products, according to the degree of processing:

•Manufactured: viscera meal, viscera oil, etc.

•Non-manufactured: feathers, eggshells, etc.

They can also be classified based on human consumption:

•Edible for the human species: fat, blood albumin, liver, heart.

•Inedible for the human species: sebum, hide, animal feed, bones.



Meat products are those which have been prepared with poultry meat. 

Among them we can mention:

•Cold cuts: chicken rose meat, chicken breast, hamburgers, etc.

•Canned food: marinade chicken, turkey cuts, marinade turkey, etc.

•Mechanically separated meat, obtained by the separation of meat from carcasses and other parts with a 

machine adapted to that aim.

- Virtues of poultry meat

Poultry meat is one of the most beneficial for our body, as it is rich in proteins (with essential amino acids 

of easy digestion), vitamins (B1, B2, B3, B6, folic acid) and minerals (phosphorous, iron and potassium). It 

provides low-fat which is why poultry meat is considered a lean meat.

Chicken meat is especially indicated for the treatment of diseases such as obesity, diabetes, cardiovascular 

diseases, etc. Chicken meat is an energy-dense food in which the “healthy fat” prevails, with positive effects 

on the cardiovascular health.    

High levels of high-quality proteins. Eating proteins daily is important for everyone and are more neces-

sary during some stages in which requirements are higher: kids, adolescents, pregnant women and nursing 

mothers, as well as people who do sports.  

As fat can be removed easily, Chicken meat has a low caloric content. Chicken breast, in particular, is the 

muscular tissue with more proportion in the animal and it is one of leanest meats of the market. 

Predominance of healthy fats. Unsaturated fats, present in chicken meat, help to protect the heart health. 

Among them is linoleic acid, a type of essential fat that is not produced by the body and that is why it is 

important to consume food with it.

Wide variety of vitamins and minerals. Vitamins B complex are necessary to carry on important body func-

tions and some minerals, for example, iron, which helps to carry oxygen to all the cells, for the proper func-

tioning of the brain and physical performance; phosphorus is important for bones and tooth and zinc, which 

is essential for growing processes and body’s defense.

Chicken is a protective food because of the quantity and quality of nutrients it provides.   



Development of new opportunities

In Argentina, human consumption per capita is, on average, 25 kilos of meat and 160 eggs, annually. The 

poultry sector is in a permanent process of reinvestment, with modern fattening farms, high technological 

hatcheries, cutting-edge establishments for chicken processing, totally automated storehouses, first-rate 

industrial plants where liquid and dried eggs are manufactured with advances transformation processes, 

and high levels of quality and sanity.         

The current situation of aviculture poses strong potential for an exponential growth.

Our country produces around 1.5 million tons of poultry meat and 550,000 tons of eggs for human con-

sumption, besides being the sixth world exporter. The main destinations in 2017 are China, South Africa, 

Vietnam, Russia, Chile, Hong Kong, Peru, Angola, United Arab Emirates, Qatar, among the first ten.

Source: Poultry Processing Companies Center 
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- Environment

During the production process, it is necessary to consider an adaptation of the animal origin excreta man-

agement. When there is an increase in the number of animals and establishments, there is also an incre-

ment in the volume of animal waste. It is imperative to allocate resources to animal waste management.

Both the animal’s own waste and the so-called poultry litters, used to provide a dry bed for the development 

of the animal, can be used in a later stage. Treatment alternatives vary from the generation of composting, 

pellet, and, mainly, the generation of Biogas, which can be used as a source of heat energy or converted into 

electricity. Odor control is an added value of this technology.   

- Challenges

The articulation between public and private interest is one of the challenges to provide sustainability to the 

poultry production, considering that it is one of the major activities as regards grain and oilseeds transfor-

mation into white meat.    

Aviculture has shown, both globally and locally, a significant increase over the past few years and plans to 

continue its growth (6-8% per year). This projection will face a high commercial competitiveness, demand-

ing maximum levels of productive efficiency associated with the generation and incorporation of high tech-

nology and quality and quantity training of HR.

Argentina is a country free of AVIAN INFLUENZA and all the institutions, both public and private, 
advocate carrying out all the necessary measures of EPIDEMIOLOGICAL SURVEILLANCE FOR AVIAN 
INFLUENZA AND NEWCASTLE DISEASE IN DOMESTIC BIRDS.



It is necessary to strengthen the Institutional activity in the poultry area (Research, Development, Innovation 

and Training – (R + D + I + T) to contribute to the sector growth.

It is crucial to keep up with technological advances, both productive and in the equipment. In this sense, 

investments are essential and permanent, demanding financing according to them.

The project, with political endorsement, must be the main guarantee of the credits for investment. 

The central themes of both the present and the future are efficiency, incorporation of technologies, invest-

ment and research.

Provincial Government

Convinced of the virtues of the establishment of companies in the province, the provincial government 

performs a proactive management in investment promotion through a direct and fluid dialogue with the 

interested companies.

Investment is a key factor to sustain and consolidate sustainable development processes in the long term. 

In this sense, the dynamics of a territory find investment to be one of its most important cornerstones. For 

this reason, the Santa Fe Investment and Foreign Trade Agency -Santa Fe Global- has been created with the 

aim of contributing to the local and international positioning of the province through the promotion of inter-

nationalization, the attraction of local and foreign private investments, and the promotion of international 

cooperation for the economic-productive development and innovation. 

In order to support the realization of company business, Santa Fe Global carries out various encouraging 

actions by interacting directly with different agencies involved, being an active development promoter of 

economic activities. 





www.santafeglobal.gob.ar  |            @SantaFeGlobal

MINISTERIO DE LA PRODUCCIÓN 


