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INTRODUCTION

The estimated population of the Province of Santa Fe for the year 2017 is 3.4 million people, representing an 8.3% 

of the country’s population. Rosario Department, with more than one million inhabitants, is the most populated 

administrative area of our province. The region of Greater Rosario is situated next to other big population centers 

of the country: the City of Buenos Aires is 300 km (186 mi) away, the City of Córdoba 400 km (249 mi) and the city 

of Santa Fe 165 km (103 mi), all of which could be reached by highway. The Province of Santa Fe is well connect-

ed to domestic roads and highways, railroads, and bi-oceanic corridors, which contributes to the coordination 

and logistics of important industries, especially of those related with international trade. Rosario’s International 

Airport offers several connection alternatives for international transportation of both people and cargo.

As regards Gross Product, Santa Fe makes up almost a 7.3% of the country’s total GDP. More than 6000 com-

panies are located in the province, creating 120,000 registered jobs. Rosario Department possesses a high 

industrial density, concentrating a third of Santa Fe’s manufacturing companies. Nowadays, the total number 

of jobs registered in the private sector is 521,000, being Santa Fe the third province to create jobs and having 

wage costs below the national average. At the same time, Santa Fe is an outstanding productive and commer-

cial platform for several multinational companies located in our country.

Santa Fe is clearly a major national exporting province, being second after Buenos Aires. In 2016, provincial 

exports went beyond 13.8 million dollars, whereas the volume dispatched to international markets reached 

32.1 million tons. The exports of goods from Santa Fe reach more than 150 countries. More than two thousand 

million dollar corresponded to foreign placements of manufactures of industrial origin.

The Provincial Public Administration budget for 2017 provides for Capital Expenditures of 28,359 million pesos, 

representing an inter-annual increase above 144%, having an 18.3% incidence in the Total Provincial Budget. 

The constructions planned are valued in 19,801 million pesos, growing a 224% more than last year. The pro-

jection of the level of economic activity for 2017-19 is a yearly 3.5%, whereas the budget result planned for 

2017 shows a surplus of 490 million pesos. The constitution of a Countercyclical Fund of 250 million pesos is 

expected. The province presents a very low debt level not only with the Gross Domestic Product per region but 

also with budget revenues. Public debt services in the fiscal year 2017 only represent a 2.1% of the shared net 

current proceeds of municipalities and communes.



POTENTIALITIES OF THE SANTA FE PROVINCE

I. Biotechnological business framework
Santa Fe offers a wide range of environmental, economic and social conditions which enable the develop-

ment of various production systems.

The world economic system is going through deep techno-productive transformations focused on the 

productive application of new technologies, among them, biotechnology. In this sense, the activity of the 

companies dedicated to the production of biotechnological goods and services is of crucial importance for 

their important contribution to economic development.

In recent years, the development of biotechnology in Argentina has earned international recognition espe-

cially for developments in agriculture, food and human and animal health. Thus, in our country the activity 

presents a clear dynamism that allows it to consolidate as a productive platform for use in multiple activities.

Leading companies engaged in the production of food products - for example in the industry of vegetable 

oils extraction -, plant health, health and animal reproduction, inoculants, pharmaceutical, human health, 

biofuels, industrial inputs and seeds, together with modern small and medium-sized companies, make up 

a solid productive biotechnological network. Argentina has two hundred biotechnology companies posi-

tioning itself in a prominent place within the limited group of countries in the world with biotechnological 

development.

Santa Fe was a pioneer in the adoption of transgenic seeds and modern techniques of bovine reproduc-

tion (from the use of molecular markers to cloning), has a long-standing dairy and refrigeration industry 

(both users of advanced biological products), has several pharmaceutical laboratories (for human and / 

or veterinary use) and a broad base of specialized human resources training, which are the basis for the 

development and adoption of modern biotechnologies.

The Province of Santa Fe, based on important advantages derived from its quantity and quality of natural 

and human resources, has a clear national position in the field of biotechnology, especially agriculture, in-



dustrial processing and human health. The productive, business and technological capacities accumulated 

and existing in the region, in addition to some specific programs of technology transfer and incubation of 

companies, explain the emergence of biotechnology companies in the Province of Santa Fe especially in 

the last twenty-five years.

In our province, currently more than thirty companies develop their activities from a framework conducive 

to the development of biotechnological, research and production ventures and marketing of biotechno-

logical products with high added value and mainstreaming in their application. Such companies form a 

heterogeneous nucleus in terms of the main activities they carry out. This affirms the idea of the horizontal-

ity of biotechnology: it is not a sector or an activity in itself, but a set of techniques that are used and devel-

oped in a large part of the productive spectrum.

• In the Province of Santa Fe, the expected growth in the world demand for food drives various ap-

plications of biotechnology to the development of new products.

• One of the main challenges for the coming years is the replacement of non-renewable sources 

of energy. The development of biofuels guarantees an energy offer from renewable sources, allow-

ing long-term sustainable economic and social development. The prominent place that Santa Fe 

has reached in terms of production and export of biofuels -even at the international level-, marks 

a course in the sustainable production of new energies based on basic inputs and applications of 

different biotechnological processes.

• Applied biotechnology in the field of plant genetics allows increasing the yield levels of agricul-

tural crops widely developed in Argentina. Santa Fe enjoys a significant global role in the produc-

tion and export of proteins.

These and other innovative developments based on biotechnology help to consolidate Santa Fe as a region 

with an important capacity to produce and supply the world with food, clean energy, medicines and indus-

trial products with high added value.



II. Highly qualified human capital and solid network of educational institutions and the 
scientific-technological system
The Colegio de Biotecnólogos de Rosario,   the association of Biotechnologists from Rosario and Santa Fe, 

the Technology Park Litoral Center SAPEM, the Technology Center of Rosario, the Scientific Technology Cen-

ter CONICET Rosario and Santa Fe, the Institute of Agro-biotechnology Rosario - INDEAR - Bioceres SA, the 

National Institute of Industrial Technology , the National Institute of Agricultural Technology, the National 

Technological University, the National University of Rosario, the National University of the Litoral, among oth-

ers, make up an important institutional framework, both in terms of business and scientific-technological 

system, to support biotechnological development. 

The population of the Province of Santa Fe has a good level of education and its workforce reaches a high 

relative qualification. According to data of the last National Population Census from 2010, the literacy rate 

in Santa Fe reaches 98.2% of the population of 10 or more years; while 45.1% of the population aged 15 and 

over has at least 10 years of approved studies. More than 34% of the inhabitants of the Province of 15 years 

old or more have complete secondary studies, reaching 39.5% in the Rosario Department.

Most of the biotechnology companies are geographically concentrated around the city of Santa Fe and Ro-

sario. Both cities are centers which generate scientific and technological knowledge and have qualified hu-

man resources in biotechnology, infrastructure and policies of technological linkage between science and 

technology organizations and the environment, which encourage the formation of biotechnology-based 

companies.

The availability of knowledge and technical capabilities in biotechnology, as well as the implementation 

of specific technology transfer policies from universities and public research institutes devoted to the 

environment, have led to the creation, location and development of such companies.



III.  Industrial promotional regime
The province of Santa Fe has a regime of industrial promotion and of location in industrial parks that pro-

vides important tax deduction. 

The Regime of Industrial Promotion has been established through provincial Act. No. 8478 regulated by the 

Decree No. 3856/79, and amendment and complementary regulations. This regime allows industrial compa-

nies already settled or that are going to be settled in the province to arrange the exemption from provincial 

taxes up to a maximum period of 10 years. The most significant are: Gross Income Taxes (both for whole-

sale and retail income); Property Tax (on properties affected by the activity to be tax deducted and that are 

owned by the applicant company); Seals and Single License Income on vehicles (affected by the activity to 

be tax deducted, owned by the applicant company, settled in the Province of Santa Fe). Among the benefi-

ciaries of the regime there are industrial companies that: a) set up new productive plants or units, b) move to 

a more favorable location or relocate in industrial parks or areas, c) reactivate their production, having been 

inactive for two or more consecutive years, d) be acquired after bankruptcy has been declared. 



IV. Government of Santa Fe 
Convinced of the virtues of companies’ establishment in the province, the provincial government performs 

a proactive management in investment promotion through a direct and fluid dialogue with the interested 

companies.

Investment is a key factor to sustain and consolidate sustainable development processes in the long term. 

In this sense, the dynamics of a territory find investment to be one of its most important cornerstones. For 

this reason, the Santa Fe Investment and Foreign Trade Agency -Santa Fe Global- has been created with the 

aim of contributing to the local and international positioning of the province through the promotion of inter-

nationalization, the attraction of local and foreign private investments, and the promotion of international 

cooperation for the economic-productive development and innovation. 

There is appropriate physical space in the Province of Santa Fe with the necessary infrastructure for the de-

velopment of industrial projects. In this respect, the Agency provides direct assistance in the identification 

and assessment on the options for settlement. In turn, it develops activities to facilitate investment projects 

promoted by the private sector. On the other hand, to support the realization of company businesses, Santa 

Fe Global carries out various encouraging actions by interacting directly with different agencies involved, 

being an active development promoter of economic activities. 



www.santafeglobal.gob.ar  |            @SantaFeGlobal


